THE AMATEUR EMIGRANT

corner; it was not consumption this time, though con- *8&>
sumption it has to be some time, as all my kind friends MT' 2g
sing to me, day in, day out. Consumption! how I hate
that word; yet it can sound innocent, as, e.g., consump-
tion of military stores. What was wrong with me, apart
from colds and little pleuritic flea-bites, was a lingering
malaria; and that is now greatly overcome. I eat once
more, which is a great amusement and, they say, good for
the health. Second, many of the thunderclouds that were
overhanging me when last I wrote, have silently stolen
away like Longfellow's Arabs: and I am now engaged to
be married to the woman whom I have loved for three
years and a half. I do not yet know when the marriage
can come off; for there are many reasons for delay. But
as few people before marriage have known each other so
long or made more trials of each other's tenderness and
constancy, I permit myself to hope some quiet at the end
of all. At least I will boast myself so far; I do not think
many wives are better loved than mine will be. Third
and last, in the order of what has changed my feelings,
my people have cast me off, and so that thundercloud, as
you may almost say, has overblown. You know more
than most people whether or not I loved my father.1

1 In reference to the father's estrangement at this time, Sir James
Dewar, an old friend of the elder Stevenson, tells a story which would
have touched R. L. S. infinitely had he heard it. Sir James (then Profes-
sor) Dewar and Mr. Thomas Stevenson were engaged together on some
official scientific work near Duns in Berwickshire. " Spending the even-
ing together," writes Sir James, "at an hotel in Berwick-on-Tweed,
the two, after a long day's work, fell into close fireside talk over their
toddy, and Mr. Stevenson opened his heart upon what was to him a
very sore grievance. He spoke with anger and dismay of his son's
journey and intentions, his desertion of the old firm, and taking to the
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